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Summary
Total 2005 beef and beef variety meat exports through 

November were $1.22 billion – more than double the same 
time last year but still only about 36 percent of the exports 
during January-through-November 2003 (pre-BSE or bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy). Mexico accounted for more 
than half (59.7 %) of the beef and beef 
variety meat export volume and almost two-
thirds of the total export value (64.7 %).

Background/Key Points
In 2003, the United States exported 

approximately $7.5 billion worth of beef, 
beef products, cattle and other ruminants and 
ruminant by-products to 112 countries. After 
the December 2003 U.S. BSE case, $4.8 
billion worth of U.S. beef and beef product 
exports was banned from international export 
markets. According to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), 70 countries were 
either fully or partially open to U.S. beef 
before the June 24, 2005 BSE case diagnosed 
in a U.S. cow.

Taiwan and Egypt added $51 million to 
the value of U.S. exports through June, but 
following USDA’s announcement about the 
U.S. BSE case in June, Taiwan “temporarily” 
re-instated its ban on U.S. beef and is still 
closed. Egypt’s imports of U.S. beef, through 
November, are now at 100 percent of 2003 
levels. Of the primary export markets tracked 
in the attached table, the European Union is the 
only fully open market. Mexico (about 91% 
open) and Canada remain only partially open.

Although Japan announced Dec. 12, 
2005 it would resume U.S. beef  imports, the 
agreement only provides for trade in beef 
(bone-in and boneless, provided there is no 
vertebral column) from cattle younger than 
21 months of age – a difficult threshold to 
meet that will certainly limit a return to 2003 
export levels any time soon. In addition, 

U.S. exports to Japan were stalled at press time due to a 
shipment to Japan in mid-January that violated the terms of 
the agreement.  

South Korea recently initiated a process to resume U.S. 
beef imports. The current terms of negotiation are set for 
Korea to accept U.S. boneless beef from cattle less than 30 
months of age. In 2003, $825 million worth of U.S. beef and 
beef products was exported to South Korean. Boneless beef 
accounted for $449 of the total.

2005 beef exports – is that a light at the end 
of the tunnel?


